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Dr. Stephen P. Struikmans

Saturday, 7:00 a.m.
GRACE AND TRUTH: KNOWING THE FULLNESS OF JESUS
1.  “ Christ: The Source of Life!”                     
Scripture:   John 2:1-11; 15:1-11                                                        
Theme:  “Religious legalism is transformed into relational joy when a person remains connected to the living Christ!”                            
Introduction

Weddings are happy sacred events as they celebrate the commitment of two people to each other and as a promise to faithfully walk together into the future.  The wedding is a promise of what is to be…an event that unlocks hopes and expectations.  It is the beginning point of a journey that promises fulfillment in a potential fruitful relationship.

What an embarrassment when what is meant to be a joyous celebration turns sour…when poor planning, gross oversight or negligent behavior results in  shameful failure and expectations fall flat.  Chapter two of John’s gospel tells such a story.  Two families have agreed to join their son and daughter in marriage.  The prospective bridegroom has taken the initiative to claim his promised bride.  Friends, family and neighbors have been invited. In the oriental wedding, the central figure is not the bride, but the bridegroom.  The bride is “decked as a bride for her husband.”  But the groom is “clothed with garments of majesty and glory.” The focus is on him. The wedding is often an all-day affair, as guests mill about, stand around, eat, drink and visit.
In this story, as the day progressed, a problem emerged.  The wine had run out.  Perhaps more guests had come then had been anticipated.  The servants were alarmed, as perhaps the governor of the feast, as head of the family became preoccupied with his guest.  But Mary, the mother of Jesus, having overheard the distraught servants, proceeded to intervene and enlisted Jesus, the help of her Son, by taking charge Jesus rescues the event by changing water into wine. At first glance, it may seem puzzling that this miracle of Jesus’ changing water into wine is chosen to be the “first sign,” to demonstrate that Jesus is the Son of God who has the power to give life. (John 2:11; 20:30) Yet, with this story, John introduces his readers to Jesus, as being full of “’grace and truth.” (John 1:14)  
The question that confronts us is why. Why did John choose this miracle to be one of the “signs”, in fact, the first sign to validate the identity and authority of Jesus?  When viewed through the eyes of the Old Testament.  Therefore, behold, I will allure her…and speak tenderly to her.  And then I will give her, her vineyards…and I will betroth you to me forever; I will betroth you to me in righteousness and in justice, in steadfast love, and in mercy.  I will betroth you to me in righteousness and in justice, in steadfast love, and in mercy.  I will betroth you to me in faithfulness, and you shall know the Lord…and I will have pity or “not pitied”, and I will say to “not my people,” you are my people; and he shall say, “Thou art my God.”  (Hosea 2:14-23) John demonstrates that with this sign that Jesus concern is more than rescuing newlyweds from potential embarrassment.  God’s covenant with Israel would not reach its joyful expectation and fulfillment, if it was not for the new wine of Jesus replacing the empty stone water pots of Jewish legalism.
As we see the grace of Jesus in this miracle, we also can discover the truth of God in Jesus as He says, “I am the True Vine, you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.”  (John 15:5)  Joyful fruit can only come in life connected with God. But this joyful life does not come about through legalism, ritual and rules.  It can come only through Jesus.  The real wine of joy and the fruit of that joyous relationship with God comes only when believers are attached to and remain connected to Christ. Jesus fulfills the function of Israel by being God’s true vine.  Where Israel failed (Hosea 10:1,13; Ezek 19:10,12) Jesus fulfilled.
In this study we will first examine the symbols of the sign miracle,  then explore the significance of the I AM of Jesus, and finally, evaluate Jesus as the source of real living.
I.  THE SYMBOLS IN THE FIRST SIGN                 
1.   According to John 2:11, how is this miracle to be viewed?  What then is the meaning and purpose of this miracle?  John 10:25; John 5:36; John 6:28-30
2.   What was the setting and the problem at Cana that resulted in this first sign?  John 2:1-3                                                       
3.   How do you understand Jesus’ response to His mother?  John 2:3-4                                                          
· What possible connection could there be between His mother’s request for “wine” and Jesus’ remark that His “hour” has not yet come? John 6:53-57; John 7:30; 8:20; 12:23,24,27; 
4.   What is Mary’s response to the servants and how is her remark an admonition to all those who would read this gospel?  John 2:5      

5. The focus of the story is a marriage feast and the central issue that the “wine had given out”.

· How is the term “wine” used in other scripture?  Ps. 104:15; Judges 9:13; Mark 2:22                 (Who does it represent in the Old Testament and New Testament?)
· Verse 6 mentions six water pots of stone, “for the Jewish rules of purification.”  What did these pots of water stand for?  Mark 7:1-4

· What  in a symbolic way is being said here about Judaism as a religion?
6.   What is Jesus’ instruction to the servants and how do they comply?  John  2:7-8

7.   What did the governor of the feast say to the bridegroom after tasting the new wine?  John 2:9-10

·   What “sign message” do you think the Apostle John is communicating?
II. THE SIGNIFICANCE OF BEING THE TRUE VINE   John 15:1-11 
1.    How does Jesus identify Himself in John15:1?                                                                           
· What does Jesus infer by claiming to be the “true” vine? To whom originally did the analogy of “the vine” point?  Ps. 8:8-9; Is. 5:1,7; Ezek. 15:6-7
· According to Jeremiah 2:20-22 what happened to the “old vine” and why would Jesus qualify as being “the True Vine”?
2.    What is expected of vines?  John 15:2                                                                         
· What must the gardener do to make it happen?
3.  According to John 15:4-8 what does fruitfulness depend on? And what does that mean?  I John2:6; 3:24; 4:12-13,15               
· What does this fruit look like?  Gal. 5:22-23; Col. 1:10; Eph. 5:8-10       
· What does it mean for Jesus’ words to “abide” in you? John 15:7
4.  In John 15:9-10 we see the expression of a continuing circle of love.  How are we to continue that circle?  John 13:34-35                                                                         
5.   Explain Jesus’ words “my joy may be in you”?  John 15:11                                                                                                                
III.  THE SOURCE OF REAL LIVING                                  
1.   If the water pots in John 2:6 stand for Jewish traditions and rites of purification, what is Jesus saying about Himself as the true vine?                                                                                           
2.    When Jesus says: “apart from me you can do nothing” (John 15:5) what does this say to people who are trying to establish a relationship with God by being “religious” and by living good, moral lives?
3.     As wine was the Old Testament symbol of a joyous heart, how does the symbol of wine in the Lord’s supper speak of the cost of restoring true joy in living?
4.    What are ways that Jesus—as the True Vine—changes water into the wine of joyous living?  Isa. 53:10-11; John 15:9-11
5.    What is the key to enjoying the new wine of joyous living?  John 2:5; 15:5,7,10,12     
CONCLUSION
All too often the wine of joyous living runs out.  It becomes burdened with guilt, failure, inability and consequence of sinful living.  But Jesus is the vine—the True Vine—who can transform people like water into wine.  But it means doing what Christ tells us. It means abiding in Him and allowing His life to live in and through you.    How has Jesus transformed your life into a life of joy?       
